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1. Aims and objectives 

1.1 Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and 
sensory experiences, and a special way of understanding and responding to the world 
which is fundamental for our children at Hazel Slade Primary Academy Primary 
Academy. It enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think, through 
the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes 
without the pressures of the written or spoken word. Children become involved in 
shaping their environments through art and design activities. They learn to make 
informed judgements, and aesthetic and practical decisions. They explore ideas and 
meanings through the work of artists and designers. The appreciation and enjoyment of 
the visual arts enrich all our lives. 

1.2 Our objectives in the teaching of art and design are: 

· To develop and encourage creativity and imagination through experimenting with a 
range of different tools and materials. 

· To improve the children‛s ability to control materials, tools and techniques; improving 
their gross and fine motor skills. 

· To support our children with ways of aiding their communication. 

· To develop increasing confidence and motivation in the use of visual and tactile 
elements and materials; 

· To support our children in ways of communicating their emotional expression. 

· For all children to achieve success and improve self-esteem. 

· To foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts, and a knowledge of artists, 
craftspeople and designers; 

· To develop children‛s social skills; sharing, co-operation and valuing one another‛s work. 

· To develop the cross-curricular use of art and design in all subjects. 

  

2 Teaching and Learning 

The individual special needs of our pupils at Hazel Slade Primary Academy Primary 
Academy are paramount in the interpretation and application of National Curriculum 
Art. Therefore, the school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in art and 
design lessons. Within classes, pupils may be taught in small groups, individually, or as a 



class, depending on the individual needs of the children and on the learning task. 
Classroom Assistants often work with small groups or individual children under the 
direction of the Class Teacher. Our principal aim is to develop the children‛s knowledge, 
skills and understanding through highly stimulating and sensory experiences. At Hazel 
Slade Primary Academy Primary Academy we recognise that each child is individual and 
we ensure that we provide suitable learning opportunities for all the children through 
differentiation. Children also have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and 
resources, including Information and Communication Technology (ICT). 

3 Art and Design Curriculum Planning 

3.1 Art and design is a statutory foundation subject in the National Curriculum. We use 
the national programmes of study as the basis for our curriculum planning in art and 
design. 

3.2 We carry out the curriculum planning in art and design in three phases: long-term, 
medium-term and short-term. Our long-term plan maps out the themes covered in each 
term during the key stage. Our subject leader devises this plan in conjunction with 
teaching colleagues in each year group. 

3.3 Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. These plans 
define what we will teach, and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work 
across each term. The subject leader is responsible for keeping and reviewing these 
plans. 

3.4 Class teachers complete a daily plan for each art and design lesson. These list the 
specific learning objectives and expected outcomes, and give details of how to teach 
the lessons and how success will be measured. The class teacher keeps these individual 
plans, and the class teacher and subject leader often discuss them on an informal basis. 

3.5 We plan the activities in art and design so that they are either reinforcing or 
building on the children‛s prior learning. While we give children of all abilities the 
opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we also plan 
progression into the scheme of work, so that there is an increasing challenge for the 
children as they move up through the school. 

3.6 Art also plays an important part across the whole school curriculum. It is principally 
cross – curricular and every subject uses if for visual imagery. The children at Hazel 
Slade Primary Academy Primary Academy benefit greatly from the visual and tactile 
approaches in art related activities. The skills andknowledge developed through art are 
interlaced across planning and teaching to support learning in the whole curriculum. 

4 Art and Design and ICT 



ICT enhances our teaching of art and design, wherever appropriate, in all key stages. 
Children use software to explore shape, colour and pattern in their work. The children 
collect visual information to help them develop their ideas by using digital and video 
cameras, scanners, digital microscopes and digitising tablets. They record their 
observations, and they manipulate them through photo-editing or painting software. 
The children also use the Internet, to find out more about the lives and works of 
famous artists and designers. 

  

5 Assessment 

We assess the children‛s work in art and design while observing them working during 
lessons. Children‛s art work and photographs of them working are used as evidence to 
support assessments. Teachers record the progress made by children against the 
learning objectives for their lessons and then uses this information to plan future work. 
This method of recording also enables the teacher to make an annual assessment of 
progress for each child, as part of the child‛s annual report to parents and carers. We 
pass this information on to the next teacher at the end of each year. 

  

6 Monitoring and Review 

6.1 The coordination and planning of the art and design curriculum are the 
responsibility of the subject leader, who also: 

· supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current developments 
in art and design, and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject; 

· keeps the headteacher informed of the strengths and weaknesses in art and design, 
and indicates areas for further improvement. 

6.2 The breadth and balance or art teaching and learning across the school is 
monitored though planning scrutiny, outcomes of informal learning walks and school 
displays. 

6.3 This policy will be reviewed every three years, or early in line with new legislations. 
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