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Intent 

At Hazel Slade our vision is that children will develop a lifelong love for reading and an 
appreciation for a range of books. We intend that our pupils will be both independent 
and reflective readers who can read fluently and for meaning. We aim that children use 
a variety of reading skills to enable them to access all other areas of learning. 

At Hazel Slade Primary Academy we follow the National Curriculum. We recognise the 
significance of good reading skills as being a factor in the success of our children 
socially and academically, both during their time at primary school and in their future 
lives.  

In order to become a proficient reader, our children need a range of opportunities, 
quality teaching, quality resources and parental support. 
 

Aims for the Teaching of Reading  

We aim to develop literate children who:  
• Love reading and who get excited about the potential offered by books.  
• Have the opportunity to listen to stories every day and can understand the relevance 
of story within their lives.  
• Enjoy sharing their reading with their parents/carers.    
• Read with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of 
independent strategies to self-monitor and correct.   
• Understand the sound and spelling system and use this to read accurately.   
• Have an interest in a wide range of texts and read for enjoyment and information.   
• Have an interest in words and their meaning.   
• Understand a range of text types and genres.   
• Evaluate and justify their preferences.   
• Develop powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness.   
• Have access to a range of texts. 
 

 
Implementation 

We use a systematic and developmental approach to teaching reading through our Read 
Write Inc. (RWI) and Accelerated Reader Programmes (AR).  

Read, Write, Inc. Phonics is an inclusive literacy programme for all children learning to 
read. It teaches synthetic phonics. Children learn the 44 common sounds in the English 



language and how to blend them to read and spell. Please see additional Policy for the 
teaching of RWI.  

Accelerated Reader (AR) is a structured programme that allows children to access 
reading materials closely matched to their reading needs. Children undertake star 
reading assessments half termly. These tests provide each child with a reading zone 
(ZPD) where tells them where they may choose their books from in the library. At the 
end of each book the children take a quiz to show their understanding of the text. Each 
class has a daily AR time in class to read their books. The timing is age appropriate and 
aims to build stamina for reading. 
 
Our mini-adventure approach to the curriculum is driven through an engaging whole 
class text. 
 
Alongside teaching children to acquire the skills they need in order to decode texts the 
school also aims to develop children’s understanding of what they are reading through:- 

• Recall and literal understanding  
• Developing inference skills  
• Ensuring children can make connections when reading  
• Encouraging reading in order to learn                
• Sharing books together as a whole class or in groups     
• Locating reading in the wider curriculum     
• Shared reading with teachers and TAs     
• Individual reading     
• Promoting the use of the school library.     
• Supporting parents and encourage them to read to and with their children at 

home     
 

Reading in the Early Years Foundation Stage  - Pre- reading and early reading skills  
At Hazel Slade Primary Academy we believe that developing children’s positive 
attitudes to literacy from the earliest stage is very important.  

We strive to foster these attitudes by using play, story, songs and rhymes and provide 
lots of opportunities, and time, to talk with children about their experiences and 
feelings.  

The role of adults in supporting children is crucial to fostering their positive attitudes 
towards reading and at Hazel Slade Primary Academy we believe strongly that parents 
are our partners. When children start school, their curriculum is rich in play 
opportunities that develop language and communication. Song and rhyme thread through 
all activities throughout the year.  

A more formal approach to teaching reading begins for children and this occurs in a 
number of ways:  



· A discrete daily phonics session  

· Children have individual reading books which they take home and in Reception the 
teacher hears them read from these books. This book is changed regularly once the 
child is fluent and confident.  

· In Reception children have a set of sight words to learn that they take home and are 
assessed on, that link to the stage of books they are on.  

Resources used in school for teaching reading focus on the Read, Write Inc. scheme. 
These are supplemented by teacher made resources and other commercial products, 
where appropriate e.g. Big Cat and traditional tales. Developing an ethos of reading for 
pleasure is crucial and this is done through a high quality daily story session. 

 

Reading in Key Stage 1  
 
The principles applied in Foundation Stage for reading are viewed as being building 
blocks on which to develop the reading skills of children further. As such, many of the 
structures also apply in Year 1 and 2.  
 
 Teachers teach reading in Key Stage One through:  
· A high quality, daily reading lesson. This is either through a skills focus and 
comprehension session or by following the RWI programme in small groups (dependent 
on the ability of the child).  
· Daily, high quality story time 
· Individual reading linked to Accelerated Reader Programme 
· Cross curricular activities  
 
Reading in Key Stage 2  
Teachers teach reading in Key Stage Two through:  
• A high quality, daily English lesson that draws on objectives and resources from the 
National Curriculum Framework.  
• Daily, high quality class reader time  
• Individual reading and quizzes using Accelerated Reading Programme 
· Cross curricular activities 
 
 
 

Working Wall 

All classes have a reading working wall where the current relevant teaching skill 
(define, retrieve, summarise, infer, predict, relate, explore or compare) will be 
displayed. 

Vocabulary 



At Hazel Slade we understand there is a strong relationship between vocabulary 
knowledge and reading comprehension. The teaching of vocabulary is linked to the work 
of Isabel Beck and Pie Corbett. We use the Frayer Model (a graphic organiser) which 
allows children to look more closely at specific vocabulary. 

Special Educational Needs  

Where children are identified as having needs that are additional to or different from 
their peers who are achieving at the normal rate, teachers consult with the school 
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. The SENDCo will decide what the best 
intervention will be for a child for whom reading attainment is an issue. A range of 
resources are available in school to support children e.g. Better Reading, 1:1 Phonics.  
All children, regardless of ability and behaviour, are valued equally at Hazel Slade. 
SEND children are not viewed as a separate entity but are part of a whole school 
approach, and different children’s needs are recognised and met through varied and 
flexible provision throughout the curriculum. 

Impact 

Assessment for Learning and Monitoring 
At Hazel Slade we assess reading using the National Group Reading Test (NGRT). The 
NGRT is administered every term and is used to inform teacher’s planning. This is used 
to regularly update our tracker system for each individual child, allowing progress to be 
monitored. 

We assess the fluency of reading and record on a fluency tracking sheet. It is the aim 
that children should read fluently without excessive decoding. To check this, Y1-Y6 
undertake half termly fluency tests. The children read aloud to the teacher from an 
age appropriate text for one minute. The teacher records how many words are read 
correctly in the minute. If a child reaches 90 words per minute they will not be tested 
again (unless any concerns arise).  

Accelerated Reader reports are used by staff to track the children’s reading. These 
reports allow staff to see a variety of aspects e.g. time engaged in reading, quizzes 
taken, amount of quizzes passed, scaled scores and reading ages. These reports allow 
staff to identify issues and address them. 

Linked Policy: FRED Policy 


